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Rights & Responsibilities 
Rights of Students 
• To be respected as individual human beings 
• To be taught according to ability and achievement levels 
• To be evaluated according to their performance 
• To express opinions at the right time and in the right place 
• To have a positive learning environment: 
- that is reasonably quiet and comfortable 
- with a reasonable amount of attention 
- that includes a reasonable explanation for grading, 

assignments, and other actions affecting the student 
• To receive fair and consistent treatment 
• To attend school without having their person or property 

threatened 
Rights of Teachers (Including Substitutes) 
• To be respected as individual human beings 
• To be allowed to work at school without threat to 
themselves or their personal property 
• To be allowed to teach to the best of their ability without 
harassment or disruption in classes 
• To give the grades they consider appropriate 
• To require compliance with classroom and school rules 
• To expect students to comply with consequences of their 
misbehavior 

    

Discipline, Behavior & Consequences 
R.J. Fisher Middle School takes pride in its academic program. Our mission is to ensure all students equal access to a 
rigorous and challenging program with academic, social and emotional support. At school we believe that the student/teacher 
relationship is of utmost importance. 
It is our goal to convey clear and precise expectations for student behavior. All students have the right to a safe and orderly 
environment. And all students have the right to receive respect. Therefore, acts of behavior which encroach upon a safe and 
orderly environment, or the rights of students to learn and/or the rights of teachers to teach will not be tolerated. A list of 
school rules and the discipline code including the consequences for rule violations is included at the end of this handbook. 
 
Student Responsibilities 
• Respect the authority of all staff members 
• Respect the feelings of others 
• Be polite to all people on our campus students, staff and 
visitors 
• Be familiar with and abide by all school rules 

• Respect the right of teachers to teach and students to learn 
• Be on time and prepared for all classes 
• Keep the campus clean 
• Bring school appropriate items to school only 

 
 

Daily Routine 
Daily Announcements 
Announcements are viewed via television during homeroom. Students are provided information regarding student activities 
happening on campus or in the community, and any other information pertinent to a student's daily life. 

Delivered Items/Messages 
Due to the emphasis on quality, uninterrupted instructional time at Fisher, the school office will not interrupt class for 
students to come to the office to obtain items (such as lunches, homework, money, cell phones and P.E. clothes etc.) 
delivered to school by parents. Unfortunately, we cannot accommodate any delivery services such as Door Dash, etc…. Call 
slips (which disturb classes) will only be sent out in emergency situations. Phone messages will not be taken for students 
unless it pertains to after school transportation.  

Birthday Celebrations/Potlucks 
We understand the importance of birthday celebrations, but we do ask that all celebrations involving balloons and/ or food 
(pizza, cupcakes and other treats) take place off campus after school. As such, please do not bring such items to the office 
pick up table. Please note that potlucks exclude other students; as such, we respectfully request that there are none. 

Lost and Found 
Lost articles are turned into the lost and found bin located near the front office. Valuables such as watches, glasses, or wallets 
should be given directly to a teacher or someone in the school office. Items not claimed will be given to charities at the end of 
each month.  If an item is recovered from the lost and found, please let office personnel know. 
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Attendance Procedures and Guidelines 
Attendance Procedures 
Students are required by state law to attend school punctually and regularly; therefore, all absences are subject to verification 
by school officials. Verification of absences can be accepted only from the legal parent/guardian. On the day that a student is 
not going to be in school, a parent/guardian must call the attendance office at 408-335-2385 or email 
rjfattendance@lgusd.org by 10:00 am to notify the attendance personnel of the absence. If a parent does not call that day, an 
attempt will be made by the school to contact the parent during the day of the absence. Students who require excuses from 
P.E. after an absence must have a written note from a parent/guardian that is valid for up to 2 days and/or doctor after 2 days. 
In order to participate in any extra curricular or co-curricular activities, students must attend a minimum of 50% of the school 
day. 

Leaving Campus 
*Parents must sign students out in the attendance office. Only adults noted on the emergency card will be allowed to pick up 
a student after presenting identification.  Students will only be released to parent/guardian if he/she needs to leave during 
school hours.  Under no circumstances will a student be allowed to leave campus on his/her own. 

Homework Request 
Please work directly with your student’s teachers. 

Appointments/Early Dismissal/Arriving to School Late 
Fisher Middle School is a closed campus. Once students have arrived on the campus, they are not allowed to leave school 
without permission. If a student needs to leave school early, the parent/guardian must call the attendance office at  
408-335-2385 by 10:00 am or send a note to the attendance office and indicate both the time of departure and reason for 
leaving. The student must obtain a "Permit to Leave" from the school office. Please notify the office as early in the day as 
possible. The "Permit to Leave" pass is shown to the teacher when leaving. If a student returns to school the same day, he/she 
must sign in at the office and obtain a pass to class. If a student leaves without signing out, or there is no phone call or note 
before leaving, the absence will be unexcused. When a student arrives to school late, please call the attendance line and have 
your child report to the office for a pass to class. 
 
 

Resources for Parents & Students 
Back to School Night 
Date: TBD.  Teachers will describe programs, what is taught, how homework is assigned, and how progress is reported.  We 
urge all parents to attend.   

Homework Policy 
Homework contributes toward building responsibility, self-discipline and lifelong learning habits. It is the intention of the 
Fisher Middle School staff to assign relevant, challenging and meaningful homework assignments that reinforce classroom-
learning objectives. As appropriate, homework grades are modified based on students' individual needs (i.e. IEP, 504 Plans). 
The main purposes generally associated with homework are as follows: 

• To give students a chance to review and practice what they have learned 
• To prepare students for the next day's lesson 
• To provide opportunities to identify and learn to use resources such as the library, the Internet, reference books, and other 
community resources 
• To allow for more in-depth exploration of topics than is possible during class time 
• To help students develop time management, study, and organizational skills 
• To provide parents with insights into what is being taught in the classroom and their child’s progress. 

The Fisher staff has adopted a School-Wide Homework Policy in order to reinforce the goals above, provide consistency in 
implementation, and to encourage student responsibility for homework completion. The Fisher Homework Policy can be 
found on the Fisher website at www.rjfisher.lgusd.org. 

Grade Progress Reports 
Fisher Middle School notifies students and parents with periodic grade progress reports. Progress reports are emailed home at 
the middle (4½ weeks) of each quarter. Parents can also access student grades through PowerSchool on the Fisher website at 
www.rjfisher.lgusd.org. You will need your child's username and password to access the information; this is mailed to you in 
the first progress report of the school year. It is recommended that parents check in PowerSchool on a regular basis. 
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Report Cards/Grades 
The school year is divided into two semesters. Each semester is comprised of two quarters. A report card is issued at the end 
of each quarter. Grades will be mailed at the end of the each quarter. The semester grades are the grades used to determine 
promotion and retention. The semester grade will be a summary or averaging of a student's performance for the entire 
eighteen-week (two quarter) grading period. An exception to this rule is that sixth graders will not receive semester grades for 
their exploratory classes. Therefore, these grades will not be used for promotion/retention purposes. 

Counseling and Guidance Services 
Our counselors are available as a resource to students and parents. *Students may drop in, or schedule an appointment as 
needed. A school psychologist is also on campus. 

Conferences with Teachers and Counselor 
Parents, students, teachers, counselor, or the administration can initiate conferences. Whenever there is a concern about a 
student's performance, behavior, or well-being, there is sufficient cause for a conference to be arranged.  We encourage you 
to contact the individual teacher and arrange a conference.  If you desire a group conference with any number of staff 
members who work with your child directly or indirectly, you may contact your child’s counselor. 

Student Body Cards 
The student body card is a means of identification.  It may be required as identification at other activities as well and has the 
student’s ID # on it, which is required for our school lunch program.   

School Advisory Council (Fisher Home & School Club and School Site Council) 
Recognizing that a school's improvement efforts should be aligned and coordinated, our Fisher Home and School Club and 
School Site Council representatives have joined forces to establish School Advisory Council (SAC). The Fisher School 
Advisory Council is uniquely suited to carry out the mission to stimulate and encourage a closer relationship between the 
home and school, while also generating resources to support ongoing school improvement. SAC is composed of the principal, 
teachers, other school personnel, and parents, and it provides a forum for all of the major players in the school to come 
together to identify common goals, establish a plan to achieve these goals, and allocate resources in alignment with our 
highest priorities. For more information, please visit the Fisher Home & School Club website at www.FisherHSC.com. 

Parent Volunteers 
*We encourage parental assistance in all areas of our school: classrooms, library, office, field trips, chaperones, fundraisers, 
Parents on Campus (during lunch) and athletic events. There's something for everyone. Please visit the Fisher Home & 
School Club website at www.FisherHSC.com for more information. All volunteers must have a current TB clearance 
(skin test or risk assessment) on file in the front office. 

 
 

Emergency Evacuation & Safety 
Earthquake and Emergency Evacuation of Fisher 
All school staff and students participate in regularly scheduled (and unscheduled) fire and earthquake drills. A school 
Disaster Plan has been developed and is available in the school office for review. 

Health and Safety 
Parents are urged to notify the health office when there are health problems and when students require special medication. 
Aspirin or other medications will not be supplied or dispensed in the health office. Medication for chronic or emergency 
health problems will be dispensed by a doctor's written authorization only. Students who must take any type of medication 
during the school day are required to maintain such medication in the health office. You should have already updated your 
emergency contact information by logging into InfoSnap. Call the Fisher office with any further changes during the school 
year. 
 
 

School Policies 
Library Books/Text Books/Loaner Chromebooks 
Library books, textbooks, and loaner Chromebooks are property of the school district and are provided on a loan basis. A 
class set of textbooks will remain in each classroom, and all students will be given textbooks to take home and leave at home 
to reduce the load carried by students in backpacks. Students must return the same books they were issued.  All items 
checked out to students must be returned in good condition, and lost or damaged items must be replaced in order to 
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participate in end of school year activities such as Great America, 8th grade celebration, school carnival, yearbook distribution 
etc… 

Visitors/Guests 
*Student visitors generally are not permitted on campus because of liability issues as well as the interruption to classroom 
activities and disruption of the usual routine in the classroom and on campus. Only visitors who have received proper, 
administrative preapproval in advance are to be considered guests. All visitors MUST check in at the office. 

Student Lunch Accounts/Snack Carts 
Students have several choices for lunch. They can bring a bag lunch, purchase items from the snack carts, or buy a partial or 
complete hot lunch. The Child Nutrition Food Service Program has a computerized meal system. Each student will use their 
student ID number (located on your child's class schedule, student body card, or call the office to obtain the information) as a 
pin number to enter for their lunch meal. Instead of using tickets, the student will use their pin number to obtain a lunch. 
Money received from the parents will be issued to that child's account, similar to a debit card system.  
Deposits to student's accounts may be made for amounts of $30 and up. Please make checks payable to LGUSD Food 
Service. *Parents or students can drop off a check or cash directly to the Fisher Food Service in the cafeteria, before school, 
during break, or online at www.rjfisher.lgusd.org. The school cafeteria is in operation daily, even on minimum days.   

Financial Obligations 
When a student owes a financial obligation to any school district, Section 48904(b) of the California Education Code allows a 
school to withhold grades, diploma, and transcripts from the pupil. 
 
 

Events & Activities  
Activities 
Life at Fisher is not confined only to the classroom. Through the combined efforts of teachers, students, and parents, there are 
activities provided for students of all grade levels. In order for students to attend one of these functions, they must attend a 
minimum of 50% of the school day. 

Community Service 
*This program, offering learning opportunities for students to volunteer in their community, is a component of our efforts to 
build developmental assets for students. Supervision of group activities and recognition for students are integral parts of the 
program. To support their efforts and recognize their service, students who have completed 60 hours of community service 
will receive a special seal on their diploma upon graduation. Community service opportunities may be listed on Fisher's 
website and in the Fisher Wednesday Flyer.  Community service completion forms are available in the office, must be signed 
by a supervisor, and then placed in the Community Service box in the main office. Volunteers track hours for three years at 
Fisher Middle School.  Community service guidelines and forms are also available on Fisher's website at 
www.rjfisher.lgusd.org. 

Student Activities 
Students have the opportunity to participate in student activities by joining this class. The purpose of student activities is to 
promote the welfare of the school, encourage pride and school spirit, create our school yearbook, and develop leadership 
skills. Seventh and eighth graders are eligible to participate.  

After-School Sports 
*The after-school sports program at Fisher Middle School is sponsored by the Los Gatos-Saratoga Recreation Department. 
There is a fee for participation. Please refer to the e-packet regarding after-school sports. In order for students to participate in 
a sport activity, students must attend a minimum of 50% of the school day and meet the eligibility requirements established 
by the school district (see No Pass/No Play Policy). Students must also have a signed Athletes Code of Conduct on file. 

No Pass/No Play Policy 
In order to encourage and support academic excellence, all students participating in extracurricular and co-curricular 
activities, such as after school sports and the school musical, shall meet the eligibility requirements established by the district. 
In order to be eligible for participation in extracurricular and co-curricular activities, a student in grades 6, 7, and 8 shall have 
earned a minimum 2.0 or "C" grade point average (on a 4.0 scale) during the preceding quarter grading period with no "F" 
grades. Each student shall also maintain a positive record of citizenship, hereby defined as no more than one unsatisfactory 
(or "U") grade during the preceding quarter in order to remain eligible for participation. Any student excused from P.E. for 
medical reasons will not be able to participate in school sports for the same period of time.   

8th Grade Year End Activities 
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*At the end of each school year, our focus turns towards providing a fun and respectful experience for our graduating class. 
There are a myriad of activities planned during these last few weeks including the graduation celebration/dance and a trip to 
Great America.  In order for students to participate in these activities, they must maintain passing grades in all fourth quarter 
classes (no F grades, and also meet appropriate behavior expectations as outlined in our student handbook).  All eighth grade 
students are eligible to participate in the graduation ceremony unless they are not promoted to high school or have not met 
behavior expectations during the 4th quarter of the school year.  Eighth grade students will attend a special assembly in the 
spring wherein they will be reminded of the academic and social criteria required for eligibility for participation in end of 
year activities. Questions about eligibility for any of the upcoming events can be directed to Ms. Vickers or Mr. Brennan at  
408-335-2300. Thank you for your support in making this a memorable time in your child's life. 

Student Recognition 
*Fisher Middle School attempts to provide a variety of opportunities in order that we may recognize students for their 
positive contributions to the school. In order to add incentive and recognition for good work and high achievement, Fisher 
hosts an honor roll celebration in the spring for students who have maintained honor roll eligibility in each quarter of the 
school year. 
Requirements for Honor Roll are: 

• A 3.50 grade point average or higher 
• Letter grades in at least five (5) classes 
• A pass grade earned in pass/fail classes 

 
 

Fisher Middle School Health Office Policy 
School Nurse 
The district nurse travels to all school sites each week.  She can be reached at 408-335-2074 for parent and staff questions 
and concerns. During the nurse's time on each campus, she conducts mandated hearing, vision and other health screenings, 
follow up checks, and participates in special education assessments in addition to other duties. There are also part time health 
clerks in the district who provide coverage for the health office. 

Emergencies 
The following are the first aid and accident procedures: All major accidents are reported to the health office. Each teacher has 
a first aid kit in the classroom for minor injuries. The school secretary or health clerk sees students with more serious injuries 
or illnesses in the office for initial evaluation. The parents and nurse are contacted in an emergency situation. If the parents 
cannot be reached, the emergency contact person will be called. If no one is available and it is determined that the student is 
in need of immediate care, the student will be transported to the hospital emergency room or physician's office. Please make 
sure the school office has current phone numbers and contact information. 
 
Health Office Policy 
In accordance with established school policy, students must check in with their next scheduled class teacher prior to visiting 
the health office including after locker and lunch break. The student will obtain a hall pass from their teacher. It will be 
signed and completed by health office or secretarial staff before the student is allowed to return to class. This policy is to 
ensure that students are not marked absent. An exception will be made for those students who are visually or hearing 
impaired, asthmatic, diabetic, have a seizure disorder, experience migraines, or need immediate medical attention. 

Illness 
Any student with a fever of 100.00 degrees will be sent home. If your student has been absent due to an illness, he or she 
must be free of fever (without medication), episodes of vomiting, nausea, stomach cramps, and diarrhea for at least 24 hours 
prior to returning to school. If your student has a rash, please do not send him or her to school until your health care provider 
has stated that he or she is not contagious. 
Do not send your student to school if he or she is ill. 

Health Office Phone 
The telephone in the health office is for staff use only. 

Medication 
Students with chronic or acute illnesses may require prescribed or over-the-counter medication during the school hours in 
order to benefit from the educational program. The California Education Code, Section 49423, states that medication may be 
given at school if the school district receives: 1: A written statement from the physician detailing the method, amount and 
time schedules by which the medication(s) is to be given, AND 2: A statement signed by the parent or guardian authorizing 
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the administration of the medication.  
The Education Code regulation includes over the counter products. Whether prescribed or over-the-counter, all medication 
needs to be in its original container labeled with the name of the student, physician, and medication. Specific directions for 
use must be included. "Take as directed" is not acceptable. Compliance is important to the health and safety of all students. 
The appropriate Authorization for Medication form (available in the office) fulfills the above requirements.  

Asthma Medication 
Compliance is important to the health and safety of all students.  The appropriate Medication Authorization Form or Allergy 
Action Plan Form (available in the office or on our website) allows for consultation between the school nurse and the 
physician regarding medication side effects and possible adverse reactions.  Parents are required to provide a sufficient 
supply of medication. 

Head Lice 
Middle school students will sometimes be in contact with or exposed to head lice. Please let the nurse know, 408-335-2370, 
if your child has head lice. All information is confidential. 

Screenings 
*Eighth grade students are screened in September for hearing, and February for vision.  The nurse will recheck students if 
there is a questionable result.  Parents will be sent a referral if the second screening is outside the normal range.    
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School Rules 
Everyone benefits from good discipline in a school. The purpose of rules is to make it possible for a large number of people 
to engage in activities in an enjoyable and safe manner and to protect the rights and property of individuals within the group. 
Rules also aid in providing an atmosphere for mutual respect and dignity. R.J. Fisher Middle School expects each of its 
students to observe all school rules and to assume responsibility for his or her own behavior and citizenship. 

NO CHROME BOOKS TO BE USED BEFORE SCHOOL WHILE ON CAMPUS 

Closed Campus 
• Once they arrive on campus, students are legally considered at school, and are to remain on campus for the rest of the 
school day. 
• No student may leave the school grounds at any time during the school day without permission from the office. 
• All students must have permission and check out through the office if leaving school early. 

Safety 
• Students will respect the safety of all peers, staff, and visitors. 
• Students will not throw things, run in common areas, or commit other unsafe acts. 
• Students are required to walk in all hallways and in the central part of the campus. 
• Glass beverage containers are prohibited. 
• “Safety is numero uno!” 

Cell Phones 
Students are permitted to bring cell phones to school, provided that the phone is turned off as school begins and not turned 
on until school is dismissed.   

Electronic Devices/Music 
Electronic devices such as iPods, digital cameras, PSP players, tablets, Go Pros, portable DVD players, iWatches/smart 
watches, and other devices are not allowed to be used at any time during school hours. We highly recommend that these 
devices be left at home because of disruption in the classroom or possible damage or loss. 

Dress code 
• The school encourages students to wear clothing that is safe, comfortable, clean and appropriate. Student clothing 

must not disrupt the education of any student. 
• Students must wear clothing including both a shirt with pants or skirt, or the equivalent (for example dresses, 

leggings, or shorts) and shoes. 
• Hats and hoods are not permitted indoors. 
• Clothing must cover the chest, torso, and lower extremities. 
• Clothing must cover undergarments. 
• Clothing must not be see-through. 
• Clothing must be suitable for all scheduled classroom activities, including physical education, science labs, and 

other activities where unique hazards or specialized attire or safety gear is required. 
• Clothing with disruptive or unhealthy logos or words may not be worn to school.  

Passes 
A student must have a valid pass to be out of class when class is in session. Students may obtain a pass from the office or a 
classroom teacher. 

Smoking Policy 
The Los Gatos Union School District is Tobacco, Drug, and Smoke Free. The use and/or possession of any e-cigarette or 
vape device, including cartridges, pens, oil, paraphernalia are prohibited on or in any district operated facility or vehicle.  
Students violating the no smoking policy could be suspended and are required to attend a mandatory, diversion training with 
our school resource officer.  

Restrooms 
We encourage the students to use the restrooms during the four minute passing times, at break, and at lunch. If a student must 
use the restroom during class time, he/she must have the permission of the teacher. Facilities for handicapped students are 
available. 
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Technology Rules  
• Prior to using computers, every family will be required to sign the computer usage contract in InfoSnap agreeing to 
protect the integrity of our technology systems. 
• Chromebooks should have a full battery charge at the beginning of every school day. 
• Altering programs, documents, or other items on a hard drive will result in a student losing technology privileges. 
• Copyright laws are enforced. It is illegal to copy computer programs from the hard drives. 
• Food, gum, or drinks are not allowed in the classrooms, especially those with technology. 
• Courteous, responsible behavior will be expected at all times. Students should never interfere with other students or touch 
their technology without permission. 
• Personal e-mail accounts may not be accessed at school. School e-mail accounts may only be accessed under the 
supervision of a teacher, and for an education purpose. 

Food 
• Keep the campus clean, and please put litter in proper receptacles. 
• Eat only in the designated areas. 
• Nuts containing shells and gums are not allowed on campus. 
• Energy drinks such as Monster and Red Bull are not allowed.  Glass bottles are not allowed on campus. 
• Students may not save places in food service lines, give, or take "cuts", or have others purchase food for them. 

Supervision 
• Students waiting for rides after school are required to wait safely in front of the office (not inside) or next to the pull-out 
on Roberts Road. 
• Students are expected to move to the central part of the campus and remain out of the halls before and after school, and 
during break and lunch.  
• General supervision on campus starts at 8:00 AM. Prior to this time, students may be present on campus only when 
engaged in supervised activities. 
• General supervision on campus ends at 3: 00 PM. After this time, students may be present on campus only when engaged 
in supervised activities. 
• Areas considered off limits at all times during the school day include any construction areas, parking lots, in the front of 
school, and in any room in which an adult is not present. Students may be present in these areas only if under the direct 
supervision of a staff member. 

Bicycles, Skateboards, and Scooters (A.K.A. “Wheels”) 
We encourage the use of alternate modes of transportation to school other than by motor vehicles. All riders must follow all 
traffic safety laws. 

• Bicycles and bike helmets are permitted only in the bike rack areas. 
*• Skateboards, scooters, and helmets are to be kept in the storage room next to the administration office.  
Skateboard/scooter storage is a privilege not a right.  Students must comply with school rules governing the use of 
skateboards and scooters on campus or storage privileges may be disallowed. 
• Skateboards, roller blades, bikes, and scooters are not to be ridden on campus. This includes walkways, lawns, parking lot 
areas and the sidewalk adjacent to Fisher. 
• Motorized scooters and/or hover boards are not allowed on campus at any time. Electric bikes are.  
•Per California Vehicle Code 21212 (a) all riders under 18 years old must wear helmets.  Students without helmets will 
have their wheels confiscated and parents will be contacted, so a helmet can be delivered to school or so the wheels can be 
picked up.  

 
  

This declaration, created by the R.J. Fisher Club 41 students and adopted by faculty, appears throughout 
campus and is a reminder of our commitment to acceptance at Fisher. 
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R.J. Fisher Middle School Discipline Code 
The following is the discipline code, which will be used by the R.J. Fisher Middle School administrators to consistently and 
fairly assign consequences for violating school rules or committing prohibited acts. Teachers will enforce school rules and 
may establish additional rules within their classrooms. When a teacher determines administrative intervention is necessary, 
the teacher will refer students to the administration for the application of these consequences. Consequences are assigned 
progressively depending upon how often behaviors are repeated, or how severe the violation. The assignment of all 
consequences for negative behavior is at the discretion of the school administration. 

Consequences may include: 
• Parent/guardian notification 
• Parent/guardian conference 
• Warning 
• Loss of cafeteria privileges 
 

• Loss of school privileges (eligibility 
for sports, school wide assemblies, year 
end events, etc.) 
• Campus beautification 
 

• Detention (after school and lunch) 
• In-house suspension 
• Suspension 
• Expulsion 

The definitions and classifications of the various types of school rule violations, along with the consequences that will 
be assigned follow.  
 

SELF-DEFEATING ACTS 
• Class cut 
• Forgery 

• Failure to show for assigned 
detention 

• Tardiness to class 
• Truancy

Self-defeating acts only hurt you. They interfere with the number one focus of your day—your education. 
Ultimately, they come back to bite you and only you. Their effect can be magnified drastically by their cumulative effect, or 
if they become a habit.  
 

DEFINITIONS AND CONSEQUENCES OF SELF DEFEATING ACTS

Class cut - We expect each student to follow his/her assigned schedule. A class cut is defined as an unexcused absence. 

First cut Second cut/Others 
Detention (120 minutes) 
Parent notification  

Detention (60 minutes) 
Parent notification 

Failure to show for assigned detention - All students are expected to attend assigned detentions, and to arrive at their 
scheduled start time. 

First Failure to Appear  
Detention time doubled  

Forgery - All students are expected to submit notes, excuses, and passes, which are properly authorized by a parent or staff 
member, as deemed appropriate. Forgery is defined as the submission of an unauthorized request or signature. Forgery also 
occurs when a pass or note is altered without proper authorization. 

First Incident Second Incident Additional Incidents 
Detention (60 minutes) 
Parent notification  

Detention (120 Minutes) 
Parent notification  

Suspension 
Parent notification 

Tardiness to class--We expect all students to arrive on time for all classes. Tardiness is defined as the failure to be in the 
room and sitting in your seat or prepared to begin when the second bell stops ringing. Individual exceptions for readiness 
may be set by physical education teachers. 

+5 with a given quarter 2nd instance of +5 within a 
given quarter 

3rd instance of +5 within a 
given quarter 

4th or more instance of +5 
within a given quarter 

Detention (30 minutes)  
Parent notification 

Detention (60 minutes)  
Parent notification 

Detention (90 minutes) 
Parent notification 

Detention (120 minutes) 
Parent notification 
 

Not prepared for class--We expect all students to come to school prepared (ie. fully charged Chromebook).  We understand 
that there are occasions when students forget; if a pattern of unpreparedness is established, staff will work to support a 



 

11 

positive change.  If a student continues to come to school unprepared, even after this support is provided s/he will have 
disciplinary consequences. 

1st offence within a given 
quarter 

2nd offence within a given 
quarter 

3rd offence within a given 
quarter 

4th or more within a given 
quarter 

Teacher warning Teacher warning 
Parent notification 

Referral to counselor 
Parent notification 

Detention (60 minutes) 
Parent notification 
 

DEFINITIONS AND CONSEQUENCES OF SELF DEFEATING ACTS CONTINUED 

Truancy--AII students are expected to attend school on all scheduled days unless legally excused. A student will be 
considered truant when absent for a school day without a legal excuse presented to the school attendance office. A student 
may be legally excused for: 1) personal illness, 2) illness or death in the family, 3) impassable roads or severe weather 
conditions, 4) religious observances, 5) attendance at a health clinic or doctor's office, or 6) a required court appearance. 
Legal absences must be documented either by a telephone call or in writing by a parent / guardian and submitted to the 
attendance office prior to or within three days of the student's return to school. 

First Offense Second Offense 
Detention (60 Minutes) 
Parent notification 

Detention (120 Minutes) 
Parent notification 

 

SOCIALLY UNACCEPTABLE ACTS 
• Disruption of School Activities 
• Inappropriate Attire/*FFP 
• Inappropriate Behavior 
• Insubordination 

• Littering 
• Profanity 
• Misbehavior for a guest teacher 
• Misbehavior in food service lines 

• Misuse of cell phone/electronic 
device 

• Misuse of technology 
• Accessing other’s account

Socially Unacceptable Acts are "just not okay." They are offensive to others. They are also disrespectful, both to people and 
the educational environment. They invite incorrect perceptions of you.                                              *FFP= Fashion Faux Pas 

 
DEFINITIONS AND CONSEQUENCES OF SOCIALLY UNACCEPTABLE ACTS 

Disruption of school activities - All students are expected to contribute to an environment conducive to learning. Disruptive 
activities are those that interfere with teaching, learning, and/or another's personal rights. Consequences are assigned 
progressively depending upon how often behaviors are repeated or how severe the disruption. 

1st Incident /  
Least Severe 

Second Incident / 
Moderately Severe 

Third Incident /  
Most Severe 

Additional Incidents 

Detention (60 Minutes)  
Parent notification 

Detention (90 Minutes)  
Parent notification 
 

Detention (120 minutes) or 
In-house suspension, 1 day 
Parent notification  

Suspension 1-5 days 
Parent notification 
 

Inappropriate attire/Fashion Faux Pas - Each student has the right to dress in ways which represent his / her individuality. 
However, some attire is not appropriate at school. Students may not wear attire that interferes with an environment conducive 
to learning. These “missteps” are called Fashion Faux Pas. Refer to information on page 8. 

First Incident Second Incident Third Incident Fourth Incident 
Request to change  
Warning issued 
Parent notification 

Request to change 
Detention, 30 Minutes 
Parent notification 

Request to change 
Detention, 60 Minutes  
Parent notification 

Parent conference 
Behavior contract 
 

 

Insubordination - All students are expected to respond in a timely and respectful manner to all reasonable directives from an 
adult. Insubordination, or willful defiance, is defined as the refusal to follow the reasonable directives of any staff member. 

First Incident Second Incident Third Incident Additional Incidents 
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Detention (60 minutes)  
Parent notification 

Detention (90 minutes)  
Parent notification 
 

Detention (120) minutes or  
In-house suspension, 1 day 
Parent notification 

Suspension, 1-5 days  
Parent notification 
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DEFINITIONS AND CONSEQUENCES OF SOCIALLY UNACCEPTABLE ACTS CONTINUED 

Littering - All students are expected to clean up after themselves. 
First Incident Second Incident Additional Incidents  
Campus beautification  
(1 day) or  
Detention (60 minutes) 

Campus beautification  
(2 day) or  
Detention (90 minutes) 

Campus beautification  
(5 day) or  
Detention (120 minutes) 

 

Misbehavior For a Guest Teacher – All students are expected to be well behaved in classes being taught by a substitute 
teacher. Substitute teachers are an important part of the educational community, and students must give them the proper 
respect for the difficulty of their job. Misbehaving for a substitute teacher interrupts your own learning and the learning of 
your classmates. 

First Incident                                                 Second Incident                                                 Third Incident  
Detention, 60 minutes/Parent notification      Detention, 90 minutes/Parent notification           Detention, 120 minutes 

Misbehavior In Food Service Areas - All students are expected to be well behaved in food service areas. A large number of 
students need to be served in a short amount of time; accomplishing this requires the cooperation of everyone. Please do not 
stand in line unless purchasing food items.  Students may not cut in line to purchase food or speak with friends.  They may 
not engage in horseplay, buy food for other people, or engage in any other behaviors that unfairly delay service. 
First Incident Second Incident Third Incident Additional Incidents 
Detention (30 Minutes) 
Parent notification 

Detention (60 Minutes) 
Parent notification 

Loss of cafeteria privileges 
for 5 school days 

Loss of cafeteria privileges 
for 20 school days 

Cell phone / Electronic devices-Cell phones and electronic devices can be an important tool for communication; however, 
cell phone use during school hours as well as use of any electronic device such as DVD Players, PSP players, iPods, iPads, 
Kindle, Go Pros, iWatch/smart watches, tablets of any kind, etc., can be disruptive and interfering to the learning process.  If 
out during the school day, they will be confiscated and sent to the office where they can be retrieved after school.  Cell 
phones must be completely turned off at the start of school and must not be turned back on until the end of the school day. If 
a student must use a phone during the school day, he/she may use the office phone.  

First incident Second incident/third incident 
Warning.  Student retrieves device from office after school. 
Parent notification 

Detention (60 minutes/2nd incident; 120 minutes/3rd + 
incidents) or no cell phone for the remainder of the semester. 
Student retrieves device from office after school.   
Parent notification 

Accessing Accounts Other Than Your Own – Students and staff each have a unique password that provides secure access 
to various platforms.  Accessing an account, other than your own, is not allowed. 

1st Incident – Detention (120 minutes) or In-house Suspension, 1 day; Parent Notification 

Additional Incidents – Suspension 1-5 days; Parent Notification 

Misuse of Technology—Classroom technology (Chromebooks, iPads, laptops, etc) is a valuable educational tool that must 
be used appropriately at all times.  Chromebooks, per our Digital Learning Initiative, are reserved for classroom use only and 
should not be out during break or lunch. Students not using technology as directed by the teacher (off task behavior) or 
having it out during break or lunchtime will have a consequence as noted below: 

1st Incident /  

Least Severe 

Second Incident / 
Moderately Severe 

Third Incident /  

Most Severe 

Additional Incidents 

Detention (60 minutes) 
Parent notification 
 

Detention (90 minutes)  
Parent notification 

Detention (120 minutes) 
Parent notification 

Determined by 
Administration 
Parent notification 

 

VIOLATIONS OF ACADEMIC ETHICS 
• Cheating or Breaking Test Procedures • Plagiarism   
Ethics are behaviors, which are guided by moral judgment and standards of conduct. Your academic ethics are essential to 
gaining the maximum advantage from school. Violations of academic ethics are a special type of self-defeating act, which 
negate learning and the habits of mind, which result from a sound education. 
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DEFINITIONS AND CONSEQUENCES OF VIOLATIONS OF ACADEMIC ETHICS 

Cheating / Breaking Test Procedures/Plagiarism - Each student is expected to produce his / her own work in and out of 
the classroom. Exceptions occur when a teacher assigns cooperative exercises, projects, and/or assignments.  

Cheating is defined as the intention to deceive staff and students by: 
1) Acquiring another individual's written or cognitive property for personal gain; and/or 
2) Assisting another student by providing written or cognitive property. 
Breaking test procedures occurs when a student fails to follow testing protocols (ie. Communicating with other student(s) 
during a test, items out that are not allowed). 
Plagiarism is defined as taking someone else’s work or ideas and passing them off as one’s own. 

First Incident All Other Incidents 
Grade of 0 with no make-up possible 
Parent notification  
Detention, 60 minutes 

Grade of 0 with no make-up possible 
Parent notification  
Detention, 120 minutes  

UNSAFE ACTS 
• Endangering the welfare of self or others 
• Loitering 
• Laser pointers 

• Presence in areas designated off limits 
• Riding bike, scooter, skateboard on campus 

All students and staff have the right to a safe environment. Humans are particularly sensitive to the safety of their children. 
An important function of schools is to prevent behaviors that jeopardize the safety of oneself or others, even when the student 
is unaware of or disagrees with the potential for danger. 
 

DEFINITIONS AND CONSEQUENCES OF UNSAFE ACTS 

Endangering the welfare of self or others - Each student is expected to maintain the safe environment of our school. One's 
welfare is endangered when his/her physical or emotional safety is threatened. Some behaviors, which do not fall under any 
other heading, place oneself or others in jeopardy. Consequences increase depending upon the actual or potential for harm to 
others, and/or how frequently the behaviors are repeated. Situations will be handled on a case by case basis. 

1st Incident /  
Least Severe 

Second Incident / 
Moderately Severe 

Third Incident /  
Most Severe 

Additional Incidents 

Detention (60 Minutes)  
Parent notification 

Detention (90 Minutes)  
Parent notification 
 

Detention (120 minutes) or 
In-house suspension, 1 day 
Parent notification  

Suspension 1-5 days 
Parent notification 
 

Riding bikes, scooters, or skateboards on campus – All students are expected to maintain the safe environment of our 
school. The use of wheeled, self-propelled transport devices such as bicycles, scooters, skates, and skateboards can cause 
injury to both their users and people in the vicinity of their use, especially in crowded conditions and in the presence of 
automobiles. 

First Incident Second Incident Most Dangerous/Additional Incidents 
Warning 
Parent notification 

Detention (60 minutes)  
Parent notification 

Loss of privilege to roll to school for 10 
days.  Parent notification 

 

ILLEGAL ACTS 
• Caused, attempted, or threatened 

to cause physical injury 
• Damage to public or private 

property 
• Possession of dangerous objects 
• Bullying /harassment, making 

threats, intimidation 
• Stealing/Attempted theft 

• Use of force or violence 
• Possession or selling of controlled 

substances 
• Robbery or extortion 
• Possession of tobacco/nicotine 
• Vape pen/oil/etc. 
• Possession of drug paraphernalia 
• Receiving stolen property 

• Possession of an imitation 
firearm 

• Obscene acts 
• Sexual assault 
• Harassment of a witness 
• Sexual harassment 
• Participation in hate violence 
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Our system of law defines illegal activities very clearly, and they occur infrequently in our schools. Students need to be 
aware, however, of the behaviors that will fall under this heading on even minor occurrences. The final section under these 
headings uses the legal definitions of behaviors as found on the Los Gatos Union School District's official disciplinary 
documents and from other legal sources. 
 

DEFINITIONS AND CONSEQUENCES OF ILLEGAL ACTS 

Caused, attempted to cause, or threatened to cause physical injury - All students are expected to refrain from harming 
other individuals. All students are expected to respect the rights of others and use those means available within the school to 
achieve positive resolutions to conflicts. Injury to another, even when caused accidentally, is a serious situation. When injury 
to another student is intended, the situation is much graver. Fighting is defined as a physical altercation between two or more 
students with intent to injure. Assault is defined as initiating aggressive physical contact to another student who does not 
respond in defense. Verbal and/or written threats of physical injury will be treated as a form of assault. Consequences 
increase depending upon the actual or potential for harm to others, and/or how frequently the behaviors are repeated. 

All Incidents 
To be determined by the Administration 
 

Damage to public or private property – All students are expected to respect school property and the property of other 
students, staff, and visitors. Students are also expected to respect the property of organizations and persons when 
participating in R.J. Fisher Middle School activities at other schools and organizations (for example, athletic competitions 
and field trips). Consequences increase depending upon the actual or potential for damage, and/or how frequently the 
behaviors are repeated.  Restitution for damaged property may be required. 

Least Severe/ 
First Incident 

Moderately Severe/ 
Second Incident 

Most Severe/  
Third Incident 

Additional Incidents 

Detention, 60 minutes 
Parent notification 

Detention, 120 minutes 
Parent notification 
 

Suspension 
Parent notification 

Suspension 
Parent notification 
 

Possession of dangerous objects - Students are expected to contribute to the safe environment of school by not bringing 
dangerous objects onto campus that could cause harm to oneself or others. A dangerous object is any knife with a non-
locking blade less than 2.5 inches, an explosive, or any chemicals or non-weapons that are used or could be used to harm 
another person. Knives with locking blades or with non-locking blades longer than 2.5 inches are considered weapons; see 
Possession of a Weapon, below, for consequences. Consequences increase depending upon the actual or potential for harm to 
others, and/or how frequently the behaviors are repeated. 

All Incidents 
To be determined by the Administration 

Bullying, cyber-bullying, digital disrespect, harassment, making threats, intimidation - All students are expected to 
respect the rights of others. Students may not intentionally engage in harassment, threats, or intimidation, directed against a 
pupil or group of pupils. Consequences increase depending upon the actual or potential effect on others, and/or how 
frequently the behaviors are repeated. 
All Incidents 
To be determined by the 
Administration 

Stealing - All students are expected to respect school property and the property of other students, staff, and visitors. Students 
are also expected to respect the property of organizations and persons when participating in R.J. Fisher Middle School 
activities at other schools and organizations (for example, athletic competitions and field trips). Under no circumstances are 
students to claim the property of others as their own. Stealing is defined as having in your possession property belonging to 
others without the prior permission of the owner or the owner's agent. 

All Incidents 
To be determined by the Administration 
Restitution   
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DEFINITIONS AND CONSEQUENCES OF ILLEGAL ACTS CONTINUED 
ALL STUDENTS ARE EXPECTED TO ACT IN A LAWFUL MANNER AT ALL TIMES 

Use of force or violence - A student may not commit battery (the willful and unlawful use of force or violence upon the 
person of another), assault with a deadly weapon (the commission of an assault with a deadly weapon, instrument, or by any 
means of force likely to produce great bodily injury), or homicide. 

Possession of a weapon - A student may not posses, sell, or otherwise furnish any firearm, knife with a blade longer than 2.5 
inches, locking-blade knife regardless of blade length, or other dangerous object which by design is considered a weapon. 
Knives with non-locking blades less than 2.5 inches are considered dangerous objects; see Possession of a Dangerous Object, 
above, for consequences. 

Possession or selling of controlled substances - A student may not unlawfully possess, use, sell, or otherwise furnish, or be 
under the influence of any controlled substance listed in Chapter 2 (commencing with Section 11053) of Division 10 of the 
Health and Safety Code, an alcoholic beverage, or an intoxicant of any kind. A student may also not unlawfully offer, 
arrange, or negotiate to sell any controlled substance listed in Chapter 2 (commencing with Section 11053) of Division 10 of 
the Health and Safety Code, an alcoholic beverage, or an intoxicant of any kind and then either sell, deliver or otherwise 
furnish to another person another liquid, substance, or material and represent the liquid, substance, or material as a controlled 
substance, alcoholic beverage or intoxicant. 

Robbery or extortion - A student may not take property by violence, force, or by threat. 

Possession of tobacco - The Los Gatos Union School District is "Tobacco Free". The use of tobacco/nicotine products is 
prohibited on or in any district operated facility or vehicle. Students who bring tobacco/nicotine products, lighters, or vape 
pens to school will be suspended. 

Obscene acts - Students may not commit obscene acts or engage in habitual profanity or vulgarity. 

Possession of drug paraphernalia - Students may not unlawfully possess or unlawfully offer, arrange, or negotiate to sell 
any drug paraphernalia, as defined in Section 11014.5 of the Health and Safety Code. 

Receiving stolen property - Students may not knowingly receive stolen school property or private property. 

Possession of an imitation firearm - Students may not possess an imitation firearm. An imitation firearm means a replica of 
a firearm that is so substantially similar in physical properties to an existing firearm as to lead a reasonable person to 
conclude that the replica is a firearm. 

Sexual assault - A student may not commit or attempt to commit a sexual assault as defined in Section 261, 266c, 286, 288, 
288a, or 289 of the Penal Code. 

Harassment of a witness - A student may not harass, threaten, or intimidated a pupil who is a complaining witness or 
witness in a school disciplinary proceeding for the purpose of either preventing that pupil from being a witness or retaliating 
against that pupil for being a witness or both. 

Sexual harassment - A student may not commit sexual harassment, as defined in Section 212.5. Sexual harassment is 
behavior which is 1) repeated, 2) unwelcome, and 3) sexual in nature. 

Participation in hate violence - A student may not cause, attempt to cause, threaten to cause, or participate in an act of hate 
violence as defined in subdivision (e) of Section 33032.5. 

All Incidents 
Suspension 
Recommendation for expulsion, if appropriate 
Criminal charges filed, if necessary 
Parent conference 
 

THE ASSIGNMENT OF ALL CONSEQUENCES FOR NEGATIVE BEHAVIOR 
IS AT THE DISCRETION OF THE SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION. 

 


